
 

 

 

Electricity Myths 
 

1. Does it take more energy to turn on a light than to leave it on? 

No. There's no power surge when you turn on a light. Turning the light off ALWAYS saves electricity, even if 

it's for just a second.  

2. Does it take more energy to turn on a computer than to leave it on? 

No. There's no meaningful power surge when you turn on a computer. Turning the computer off ALWAYS 

saves electricity. Of course, you can also use the power saver feature. 

3. Is there ANY consumer device that uses more energy when you turn it on than when it's already on? 

No, not in practical terms. 

4. I don't believe you. Everyone says there's a surge when you turn on computers and stuff. 

There's a surge but it's so tiny you can't easily measure it. That's because it happens for only a fraction of a 

second, and the surge itself is modest. It's certainly not costing you any extra money, not even a penny.  

5. Does it take more energy to cool a house in which the AC has been off all day, than to keep the AC running at, 

say, 85 degrees during the day? 

No. Cooling a hot house down at the end of the day always takes less energy than leaving the AC running all 

day, even if it's running on a high setting. 

6.  You could run 200 to 800 ceiling fans with the electricity required to run a clothes dryer.  

Correct, Ceiling fans are really efficient, and electric clothes dryers are just huge energy hogs. 
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